
Speaker Series: “Walk on the Wild Side” 
Lethbridge Public Library, Theatre Gallery (Main Branch) at 7p.m. 

Presented by the Waterton Natural History Association in partnership with Lethbridge Public Library. 

Visit www.risenetwork.ca to see which public 

libraries in Alberta will be hosting these talks 

via videoconferencing. 

March 12 - Harvey Locke: "Waterton/Glacier: Keystone of the Yellowstone to Yukon Corridor"  
The Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative (Y2Y) is a joint Canada-US effort that seeks to preserve and maintain the 
wildlife, native plants, wilderness and natural process of the mountain ecosystem. Y2Y works with local communities to 
encourage conservation. Y2Y takes a scientific approach to conservation and has been named by the IUCN-World           
Conservation Union as one of the planet's leading mountain conservation initiatives. Harvey will discuss Waterton’s special 
place in the Y2Y initiative and why this area and the surroundings are so important for large wildlife.  
 

Harvey Locke is a conservationist, writer, and photographer. He is a recognized global leader in the field of parks,             
wilderness and large landscape conservation. He is a founder of the Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative. Harvey 
has received many awards including the Fred M. Packard Award for outstanding service to protected areas at the World 
Parks Congress in Sydney, Australia. 

Picture provided by Anne McClelland  

April 9 - Travis Plaited Hair: “Blackfoot Perspectives” 
Travis speaks of Blackfoot history, culture and perspectives and the continuing relationship between the Blood tribe and 
the land and inhabitants of southwestern Alberta including Waterton Lakes National Park. An engaging public speaker with 
a vast past and present knowledge of Kainai views and practices, Travis uses humour and versatility to tailor his         
presentation and captivate the interest of the audience. 
 

Travis Plaited Hair is the Blood Tribe Chief and Council Liaison Officer and current leader of the sacred Horn Society on the 
Blood Reserve. He has worked extensively with youth, education and community service groups including Lethbridge     
Community College where he was the First Nations, Metis and Inuit  Education Services Manager, Sik-ooh-kotoki Friendship 
Centre, and Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump. 
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April 23 - Wes Olson : “The Ecological Role of Bison” 
Bison once occupied most of North America and they had complex interactions with almost every other bird, mammal, 
amphibian and reptile that shared their ecosystems. This presentation brings to light a few of these fascinating                  
relationships and explores the keystone role that bison continue to play wherever they are found. Wes is a captivating 
public speaker whose quiet authority combines a low-key style with brimming enthusiasm. Bison’s unique grazing            
behaviours differ from those of domestic cattle and their physical interaction with the environment plays a vital role in the 
complex web of life in grassland ecology. 
 

Wes has more than 30 years experience working with bison in almost every habitat they occupy in Canada. Wes worked for 
several years as a Wildlife Technician for the Yukon Government then, after a stint at the Banff School of Fine Arts in 1981, 
began a career with Parks Canada as a National Park Warden in Banff, Waterton Lakes, Elk Island, Prince Albert and     
Grasslands National Parks. Picture provided by Anne McClelland  

March 26 - Dr. Ken Richards: “Southern Alberta Bumble Bees: Alpine to Prairie” 
Over 20 species of native bumble bees live in Southern Alberta. How do so many species co-exist in this region? Ken will 
guide you through an image-based discussion of: where the species live within our diverse region; when they emerge from 
winter hibernation; where queens choose nesting sites; brood construction and size; favourite native and crop flowers for 
food; and some of the biological enemies (parasites and predators) and other problems bumble bees face. The value of 
bumble bees to selected crops will also be discussed. 

Dr. Ken Richards has studied bumble bees and other native bees for over 25 years. During his 20 years as a scientist at the 
Lethbridge Research Centre he was involved with managing native bees as pollinators for alfalfa and other forage crops for 
seed. He has represented Canada’s interests at many international forums, including the UN.  
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